
Councillor Blossom Gottlieb - Motion to Full Council 28 July 2022 

 

Upgrade Homes 

 

Due to the ableist legislation kept in place by Westminster, I am not able to say this myself. 

However, I am grateful for the following to be read on my behalf: 

 

Councillor Millard’s ambition for zero carbon homes must address new homes and existing 

homes with equal urgency. 

  

New homes will be covered by the new local plan: New builds account for a tiny proportion of 

the housing stock. 

  

Reducing energy demand in existing homes is the big challenge. Prioritising retrofitting is the 

best way to reduce our carbon emissions.   

  

The Climate & Environment Strategy gives the Council the mandate to act and invest. 

(Priority B1ii: Extend retrofitting for existing homes by promoting and expanding schemes 

funding installation energy-efficiency measures.) 

  

This motion concerns retrofitting East Hampshire’s existing housing stock across all tenures. 

  

We must strive to do what is best for our community, and the planet. 

  

Millions are struggling with rising energy prices, exacerbated by poorly insulated homes. 

 

In East Hampshire District Council carbon emissions from domestic gas, electricity and other 

fuels accounts for 33.7% of total carbon emissions. (Office for National statistics 2019 

figures). 

  

To meet the government’s climate targets, at least 19 million homes need to be retrofitted 

nationally by 2030. 

  

Our officers have analysis showing East Hampshire 21,750 homes - 2,750 homes each year 

need to be retrofitted.  And this is only the first phase to reach carbon zero for existing 

homes by 2050. 

  

East Hampshire District Council is part of the Warmer Homes consortium, and has access to 

funding. The obstacle is internal resources. 

  

This motion to full council is aimed at addressing the need to reduce energy demand. It will 

improve people’s lives, finances, and health, and wellbeing. In addition, positive outcomes in 

reducing the burden on the NHS, and creating economic activity locally will follow. 

 

 

 

 

 



Following discussions with officers, will this council agree to the following resolution:  

 

Resolution 

 That this Council urgently seeks ways to promote energy demand reduction 

(retrofitting for energy efficiency) and acts to bring down the price of retrofitting for all 

households, not just eligible households under the current government schemes. 

  

 That this Council agrees to target all home Energy Performance Certificates (EPC) in 

East Hampshire to have a rating of C or better by 2030. 

  

 That this Council collaborates to share best practice for retrofit success with the 

Great Home Upgrade campaign and the Local Government Association. 

  

 That this Council set up a local retrofit task force to kick-start initiatives for all 

communities across East Hampshire. (An officer team drawing on staff from our 

Market-Insights, Communications, Community and Housing teams be convened into 

a Green Team task force and forge or strengthen links to community groups.) 

 

 That this Council promotes energy demand management for our residents. Establish 

(or procure) a one-stop portal for homeowners to access advice & guidance on 

retrofit and energy that keeps up-to-date with the rapidly-changing support available. 

  

 Write to neighbouring local authorities asking them to take action 

 

 Support the campaign #Great Homes Upgrade campaign and other similar 

campaigns to enhance our promotion of lowering energy demand though retrofitting 

homes. 

 

Proposer: Cllr Langley 

Seconder:  Cllr Dolan  


